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into practical effect The means by which the poorest
peasant in India can obtain against the Government
of India a remedy for any wrong he may have sus-
tained from it, are far simpler, more clear, and more
effectual than the means by which the richest and
most influential man in England can get a remedy
against the Government in England. The Govern-
ment, moreover, as every one in India well knows,
is at much the same sort of disadvantage when it is a
party to a suit in one of its own courts, as a powerful
railway company is in England when it is sued for
negligence before a jury. The liability of the Govern-
ment extends to each of its representatives personally.
Less protection against suits for any wrongful proceed-
ing is given to District Officers in India than would be
given to magistrates and judges in England. A man
might easily be ruined by suits or prosecutions for a
single false step.

It is true that in many parts of the country the
people are still unaware of their legal rights, and
accustomed to submit to the orders of the sark&r
(Government) and its representatives with much of
the obedience which they showed in old times to
their native rulers; but this is merely the remnant
of a state of things which, as many signs show, has
passed, or is rapidly passing away. During, my
residence in India several cases occurred of actions
against District Officers in the Panjdb for official acts,
which would in former times have been regarded as
irresistible decrees of fate.

These,  however significant, were isolated cases.